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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
TO  ERECT  TABLET  FOR 
SAMUEL  HAYCRAFT 


Will    Honor    Memory    of 

Son  of  Pioneer  Miller 

of  Hardin  County 

TO     BE     IN     CITY    CEMETERY 


Hardin  County  Historical  Socie- 
ty will  erect  a  bronze  tablet  com- 
memorating the  life  of  Samuel  Hay- 
craft,  Jr.,  in  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  Elizabethtown  cemetery,  ac- 
cording to  announcement  this  week 
by  Gerald  McMurtry,  secretary  of 
the  society. 

The  marker  will  be  mounted  on 
an  old  mill-wheel  and  set  on  a 
circular  base.  Anyone  having  a 
mill-stone  or  knowing  the  where- 
abouts of  such  a  stone  is  asked  to 
contact  the  society  at  once. 

Donors  of  the  marker  in  ad- 
dition to  the  society  are  the  Eliza- 
bethtown Women's  club,  Judge 
Julius  E.  Haycraft,  of  Fairmont, 
Minnesota;  Gustavus  D.  Pope,  De- 
troit, Michigan,  and  Col  Benjamin 
Helm  Pope,  of  Belvedere,  Cali- 
fornia, the  latter  three  being  rela- 
tives  of   Samuel   Haycraft,   Jr. 

The  tablet  will  bear  the  following 
inscription : 

"SAMUEL  HAYCRAFT,  JR. 
1795       —       1878 

"Interred  in  this  cemetery  are 
the  remains  of  Samuel  Haycraft, 
Jr.,  .  who  was  born  in  a  double 
round-log  cabin  in  Elizabethtown 
during  the  pioneer  period.  His 
father,  Samuel  Haycraft,  Sr.,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  and  pioneer 
miller  was  the  donor  of  the  ad- 
jacent cemetery  acres.  His  mother, 
Margaret  VanMeter  Haycraft,  was 
the  daughter  of  Jacob  VanMeter, 
Sr.,  the  progenitor  of  a  distinguish- 
ed Kentucky  family.  Samuel  Hay- 
craft, Jr.,  served  as  clerk  of  both 
the  Hardin  County  Court  and  the 
Hardin  Circut  Court;  was  a 
member  of  the  Elizabethtown  bar, 
State  Senator,  supporter  of  the 
Union,  distinguished  speaker,  ex- 
tensive reader,  interesting  conver- 
satinalist,  genial  humorist,  sponsor 
of  the  State  monument  to  Daniel 
Boone,  an  acquaintance  of  Thomas 
Lincoln,  and  a  co-respondent  of 
Abraham  Lincoln." 


SOCIETY  TO  ERECT 
BRONZE  PLATE  TO 
SAM'LHAYCRAFTJR.1 

Old     French     Burr     Mill 

Stones  to  Form  Base 

For  Memorial 


WORK    FINISHED    THIS    WEEK 


A  bronze  plate  in  memory  of 
Samuel  Haycraft,  Jr.,  prominent 
member  of  the  bar  in  the  early 
days  of  Elizabethtown,  a  State 
Senator  and  correspondent  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  will  be  erected 
this  week  near  the  curb  in  front 
of  the  Elizabethtown  cemetery,  it 
was  announced  Monday  by  Gerald 
McMurtry,  secretary  of  the  Hardin 
County  Historical  Society. 

The  plate  will  be  placed  on  two 
old  French  Burr  millstones  which 
came  to  this  country  from  France 
and  were  used  as  ballast  on  ships 
in  the  early  days.  The  stones  were 
landed  in  Virginia  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  period  and  lat  :r 
were  moved  to  Nelson  county  and 
used  in  an  old  mill  in  the  vi  • 
cinity  of  the  Churchill  Downs  Di- 
stilling Company,  who  gave  them  to 
the  Hardin  County  Historical  So- 
ciety. 

The  reason  for  the  use  of  the 
mill  stones  as  a  base  for  the 
marker  is  that  Samuel  Haycraft, 
Sr.,  was  a  pioneer  miller  andi 
erected  the  first  mill  in  Hardin 
county  near  the  site  of  Elizabeth- 
town's  new  concrete  bridge  over 
Severns  Valley  creek. 

The  plate,  dimensions  of  which 
will  be  18  by  24  inches,  will  bear 
the   following   inscription : 

"SAMUEL  HAYCRAFT,  JR. 
1795  -   1878 

"Interred  in  this  cemetery  are 
the  remains  of  Samuel  Haycraft, 
i Jr.,  who  was  born  in  a  doubla 
round-log  cabin  in  Elizabethtown 
during  the  pioneer  period.  His 
father,  Samuel  Haycraft,  Sr.,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  and  pioneer 
miller  was  the  donor  of  the  ad- 
jacent cemetery  acres.  Samuel 
Haycraft,  Jr.,  served  as  Clerk  vi. 
both  the  Hardin  County  Court  and 
the  Hardin  Circuit  Court,  was 
a  member  of  the  Elizabethtown 
bar,    State    Senator,    supporter    of 


the  Union,  sponsor  of  the  State 
monument  to  Daniel  Boone,  an  ac- 
quaintence  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  and 
correspondent  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

AUTHOR   OF 
A    HISTORY    OF    ELIZABETH- 
TOWN,   KENTUCKY,   AND    ITS 
SURROUNDINGS 
(Written  in  1869) 
Donors : 

Hardin    County    Historical    Society 
Elizabethtown   Woman's    Club 
Gustavus  D.  Pope 
Benjamin  Helm  Pope 
J      r     C :  Julius   E.    Haycraft. 
?"Yr>  ^  .         1937" 


Bits  and  Pieces 

of  Harain  County  History 
Published  L\j  the  Hardin  County  Historical  Society 

Vol.  VI  No  3         Robert  Beimdick,  Editor  Fall  1985 

Samuel  Haycraft  Had  "a  considerable  fancy"  For 
Abraham  Lincoln  But  He  Declined  An  Invitation 
To  Visit  Washington,  D.C.  And  To  Attend  The 
President's  Second  Inauguration 

By  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

In  early  February  1865,  the  Hon.  Charles  D.  Poston,  Territorial 
Representative  to  Congress  from  Arizonal  and  his  wife  Margaret 
extended  an  invitation  to  her  father  and  mother  to  come  to 
Washington,  D.C.  and  to  attend  the  second  inaugural  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  on  March  4,  1865. 

Samuel  Haycraft  replied  to  his  son-in-law  with  the  following 
letter,  the  original  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  Lincoln 
papers  and  documents  of  the  Library  of  Congress. 


Elizabethtown,  Ky, 
Feb.  13,  1865 


Hon.  CD.  Poston: 


Many  thanks  for  the  garden  seed.  I  have  written  to  Margaret  the  most 
I  have  to  say  as  I  presume  she  has  more  time  to  read  than  you  have.  I 
should  be  much  pleased  to  visit  the  city  especially  for  my  wife  to  co; 
but  it  seems  that  she  cannot.  I  should  be  pleased  to  see  the  Presioent 
as  I  have  a  considerable  fancy  for  him  altho  we  differ  a  little  about 
the  Negro  Question,  But  that  is  all  gone  up,  the  Rebellion  has  used  up 
Slavery  &  it  is  bound  to  go  and  if  it  does  we  will,  that  is  our  children 
will,  be  better  off  in  20  years  and  the  Negros  a  great  deal  worse  off  if 
not  extinct. 

If  you  have  a  chance  please,  present  my  best  regards  to  the  president 
and  particularly  for  relieving  Gen'l.  Burbridge2  from  the  control  of 
Kentucky.  We  know  Nothing  of  Gen'l  Palmer3  who  suceeded  him  but  we 
have  the  consolation  to  know  that  we  cannot  be  worsed  by  having  Burbridge 
taken  away. 

Kentucky  is  now  suffering  sorely  from  guerrilla  bands.  Burbridge  would 
do  nothing  to  put  them  down  &  when  Gov.  Bramlette4  would  beg  at  state 
expense  to  raise  troops  to  defend  the  state  that  Stupid  Tyrant  &  Blockhead 
Burbridge  would  order  them  disbanded.  Burbridge  is  not  only  a  fool  but 

is  a  bad  man. 

Yours  truly 

Sam'l  Haycraft 

(40666  Lincoln    papers-Documents    Reel    92) 

[Continued    on    page    26] 
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SAMUEL  HAYCRAFT. .. (Continued  from  page  25) 

Not  only  did  Congressman  Poston  present  Samuel  Haycraft's 
"best  regards"  to  the  President  but  he  sent  to  Lincoln  his  father- 
in-law's  letter  which  accounts  for  its  preservation  among  the 
Lincoln  papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress.   With  the  Haycraft 
letter  Poston  wrote  Lincoln  on  stationary  with  an  elaborate  letter- 
head depicting  the  Capitol  building  along  with  the  words  "Thirty 
Eighth  Congress,  House  of  Representatives,  United  States  of  America" 
The  letter  follows: 

18,  Feb.  1865 

Dear  Sir: 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.   Haycraft  expressing 
regard  for  you. 

I  had  hoped  to  have  him  at  the  inauguratuon  but  it  seems  he  cannot 
leave  home. 

The  Old  Gentleman  has  been  plundered  a  good  deal  both  by  Rebel  and 
Union  troops. 

If  you  could  write  him  a  little  note  by  way  of  protection  from  the 
latter  it  would  be  a  great  comfort  to  his  old  age,   and  grateful  to 
your  friend  and 

Obedient  Servant 
Charles  D.   Poston 
To  His 

Excellency 
Abraham  Lincoln,   President 

(   40829    Lincoln    Papers-Documents    Reel    92) 

If   Lincoln    wrote    Haycraft    a    "little    note"    protecting    him    from 
Union    troops    who    "plundered"    the    countryside    during    the    closing 
months    of    the    Civil    War,    it    has    never    been    discovered.       Most    likely 
such    a    note    was    never    written    because    General    Palmer    had    replaced 
General    Burbridge    and    undoubtedly    the    President    expected    the    new 
military    governor    to    rule    with    more    concern    for    Kentuckians    and 
with    less    discord. 

FOOTNOTES 

1.  At  the  first  territorial  election  in  Arizona  in  July,  1864, 
Charles  Debrill  Poston  was  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress. 

2.  On  February  15,  1864,  Brigadier-General  Stephen  G.  Burbridge 
was  assigned  to  command  the  District  of  Kentucky,  with  exten- 
sive civil  as  well  as  military  powers.   He  proved  to  be  short- 
sighted and  injudicious,  makeing  no  attempt  to  conciliate  the 
disaffected  citizens  of  the  state  and  he  actually  antagonized 
the  moderate  Union  men  by  his  severe  and  arbitrary  measures. 
Complaints  against  Burbridge's  policies  were  made  by  the 
conservative  civil  governor  Thomas  E.  Bramlette  and  others. 

(Continued  on  page  36) 
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NOTES  (Continued  from  page  26) 
President  Lincoln  and  General  . 
him  as  early  as  November,  1864 
command  in  January,  1865. 

3.  John  McCauley  Palmer  played  an 
of  the  Republican  Party  and  wa 
Convention  that  nominated  Line 
He  began  his  military  career  a 
14th  Illinois  Infantry  eventua 
general  in  December,  1861.  Af 
field  and  due  to  an  altercatio 
over  rank,  he  was  relieved  of 
ary,  1865,  he  was  given  comman 
succeeding  Gen.  Burbridge,  but 
1866  by  his  request.  In  1868, 
Illinois  on  the  Republican  tic 
United  States  Senate  as  a  Demo 

4.  Thomas  E.  Bramlette  was  the  Go 
years  of  the  Civil  War  and  the 
his  administration  as  a  suppor 
less  than  a  year  he  was  one  of 
He  did  not  favor  Lincoln's  re- 
Gen.  Burbridge.  However,  on  L 
the  harsh  criticisms  that  he  h 
officially  appointed  a  day  of 
Bramlette  favored  the  Thirteen 
urged  its  adoption.  In  1867  u 
aspired  to  the  United  States  S 
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Grant  were  requested  to  remove. 
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Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
910  West  Rudisell  Blvd 
Ft.  Wayne,  IN  46807 
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